Introduction

ladies in Pruffock, that think themselves so cultured.
Briefly then to sum up these root ideas, they are the
death-in-life of Christendom betwen the two world wars,
the meaninglessness of life without knowledge of God and
of the Incarnation; the impulse to murder a woman,
especially a wife or mistress, the flight from a sense of
pursuing guilt, and the true remedy which lies not in
flight but in withdrawal from the love of the world into
possession by the love of God, by a purification of the will.
Lastly that there are those that seem singled out to receive
a call for this withdrawal, who become our spiritual
leaders, as if elected or predestined to this kind of con-
version and vocation.

3. THE STORY LINE IN THE FAMILY
REUNION

The play, as I have said, shows us a three-hour crisis in the
life of Harry, Lord Monchensey. But this crisis has been
brewing forty years; to understand it we must understand
what happened in those years. The information is gradu-
ally slipped out here and there in conversation during the
play, but so skilfully that we scarcely notice we are being
informed.

As it is impossible to reach the deeper meanings of
Eliot's work without a clear knowledge of the story, it
seems simplest to begin by gathering all the scattered hints
and items of information together into a straightforward
narrative. It was intended to be imagined as something
happening at that twentieth-century moment, not in some
imaginary past. What follows here is the outline, based, in
the matter of dates, on the supposition that the crisis of
HaTry's conversation came upon him in March, 1939, when
the play opened in London; for it was then, clearly, a con-
temporary play,
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